Essential
Letters and

Getting all children to
Hedgehog Parent read well, quickly.

WOrkShOP

%
ol et |
2y 7 -
3 4

LN
-

X

¥
=
et 2
o .
Saad J &
» % :

OXFORD




What are we goitng to cover ’codag?

- What is Phonics?
- What is Essential Letters and Sounds?

- How we teach phonics

- Getting children ready to read

- Supporting your child with reading at home
- Pronouncing pure sounds

. Us'mg the letter formations
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What s phomcs?

A method of Jceach'mg begmners to read and pronounce words
bg Leammg to associate letters or letter groups with the

sounds Jcheg represent.

There are k4 main sounds in the EngLLsh Language. Fach
sound s represen’ced bg a grapheme (the written representation

O'F a sound)



What s phontcs?

Phoneme: the smallest sLngLe identifiable sound in a word. For examp[e, LN
the word cat there are three phonemes c/alt.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

D'Lgraph: two letters makmg one sound. For examp[e, /sh/ in the word 'shop’.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word
night.

SpLL’c dLgraph: two vowel letters spLL’c but are spLL’c bg one or more

consonan’cs. FOF exampLe, /a—e/ LN ’che word 'cake'.
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f What ts ELS?

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) s our chosen phor\Lcs

programme. It teaches children to read bg Lden’cucg the
phonemes (smallest unit of sound) and graphemes (written
version of the sound) within words and using these to read

WOFdS.

Children experLence the jog of books and Lcmguage whilst
rapLdLH acquiring the skills Jcheg need to become fluent

Lndependent readers and writers.
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How do we teach phontcs?

* We use a smeLe, consistent approach to ’ceachmg phonLcs.

e Your child will experience the same classroom routines within
each lesson which reduces cognL’che load and maximises the

Cl’l(ll’lCQS O'F SUCcCess.

e ALL children are supported within the lesson to use their new

phonLc knowledge Lndependen’c[g.
°In every sLngLe FELS lesson, your child will make the direct

appLLca’cLon to readmg.



Nursery/Pre-School
Seven aspects:
« Environmental sounds
« Instrumental sounds
« Body percussion
« Rhythm and rhyme
« Alliteration
* Voice sounds
« Oral blending

Reception Autumn 1

« Oral blending

« Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

» 12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

- LS ProgressLon

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2
« Oral blending
« Sounding out and blending
with 29 new GPCs
* 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2




Reception Summer 1

« Oral blending

* No new GPCs

= No new HRS words

« Word structures — cvee,
CCVC, CCVCC, CCCVE, CoCvee

« Suffixes

« Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Summer 2
« Introduction to Phase 5 for
reading
» 20 new GPCs
« 16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn 1 and 2
« Revision of previously
taught Phase 5 GPCs
« 2 new GPCs
* 9 new HRS words
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2
- Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
* 49 new GPCs
* 4 new HRS words
- Oral blending
* Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

Year 1 Summer, Year 2 and Key
Stage 2
+ With ELS, phonics teaching
does not stop at the end
of Year 1, but continues as
children move through the
school, with links being
made between their GPC
knowledge and spelling
+ Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading and
spelling
+ Wider reading, spelling and
writing curriculum




Supportmg your child with readmg

. Ontg | in 3 children are read a bedtime story ntgh’c
. Readmg a bedtime story every nLgh’c to your child Lmproves thetr

outcomes.
e Children are on[g read'mg from books that are entLreLg decodable

* We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no uh' after the

sound)

e We want them to practise read'mg their book at least 3 times across

the week workmg on these skills: decode, ﬂuer\cg, expressLon.



Supportmg your child with readmg

* We want children to create a strong orthograph'u: map. This means
that ’cheg learn sounds speL’c bg the letters or groups of letters in

each word. To read ﬂuen’ch, or well, we need a strong or’chograph’u:

map.

° o consLs’cen’ch recognise that the in bread speLLs /e/ we need to read

it at least & times. This means we need to read the word many times

to build ﬂuencg for readmg.




Pronouncmg pure sounds

e We must use pure sounds when we are pronounc’mg the sounds and
support’mg children in readmg words. If we m’Lspronounce these sounds

we will make readmg harder for our children.

* There are videos for this on the ELS website - a letter about Jcoo{cjtgs

sesston will be sent out on Arbor with a link. In these videos you

can hear the correct pronuncLa’cLon of the sounds



L etter Formation

* We want children to learn how to form Lletters ﬂuen’ch using a Jcerool

grip and having the correct starting and end points.
Rehearsal of this is the key
* Magic Pencil
* Mark making
* Cutting and sticking
* Using variety of tools to mark make

e Core strength and posture



| etter Formation
abcdefghLJkLmnochrst

U.VWXHZ

abﬁdz(}}xghiéklmnupqr/&i
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